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Inspired by the Promise in Generative Journalism 
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New Scoop founders drawn to news that “catalyzes strengths, enables change”

While a mix of factors is drawing New Scoop’s founding members together, the
promise they see in Generative Journalism is a key attractor.

New Scoop is piloting as a news co-operative — a member-owned organization —
this fall in Calgary.

Its content will be shaped by an approach that’s called Generative Journalism: story-
telling that is a catalyst for strengths within a community and an enabler of change.

The approach has roots in the change theories of Appreciative Inquiry and asset-
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based community development. At the heart of both these approaches is a premise
that we already have what’s needed to cultivate the future we desire.

Generative Journalism is a method to create and explore a narrative of existing
strengths and future possibilities — with the belief that this holds the strongest
promise for enabling preferred change. By participating in creating and telling this
story, people are inspired to recognize and leverage their own strengths, as well as
those within their community.
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Sidney Craig Courtice is one of New Scoop’s founding members. As someone
working in community leadership development with older adults, she has seen the
promise in both Appreciative Inquiry and Asset-based Community Development. She
has found that as a space for people to trust each other is created, they want to
share how to make their community a better place using their strengths.

When Sidney learned Generative Journalism is also a combination of the approaches,
she was “all over it,” she says.

Sidney is most energized by the potential in Generative Journalism to bring people
together to tell their stories of what’s possible — and how that might lead others to
also engage in working towards what’s possible in the community.

Through New Scoop and Generative Journalism in Calgary, she hopes to see “a lot
more advocacy for social justice programs, a lot more openness amongst people
talking about their issues, and more multi-cultural and multi-generational
exchanges.” She also hopes to see people start to feel more comfortable about
sharing their gifts and assets.

You can comment on this story below, or e-mail michelle(at)axiomnews.com.
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A version of this article was originally written for the New Scoop Calgary news co-op.
This repost, for which we received permission, follows the style guidelines of the
original post. To learn more about generative newsroom options for your
organization or community, please contact peter(at)axiomnews.com.
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